
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 10, 2015 
      
Commissioner Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock called the regular meeting of the Indiana County 
Commissioners to order at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock, present   Commissioner Michael A. Baker, present 
Commissioner Patricia A. Evanko, present 
 
Also in attendance were Solicitor Michael Clark, Chief Clerk Robin Maryai, and others.  
Members of the news media present were Randy Wells, Greg Reinbold and Josh Widdowson. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Ruddock led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
Flag. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES…MAY 27, 2015 
A motion was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of May 27, 2015 as submitted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Commissioner Ruddock announced there was an Executive Session held on May 26, 2015 to 
discuss a legal issue. 
 
PROCLAMATION…KISKI-CONEMAUGH STREAM TEAM 
After a proclamation was read by Mr. Baker, a motion was motion was made, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to proclaim June as National Rivers Month in Indiana County 
and also to recognize the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team as an important environmental 
program in Indiana County and support the continued conservation, promotion, and smart 
development of the natural, cultural, historical and recreation resources of the Kiski-Conemaugh 
Rivers. 
 
Linda Gwinn from the Blairsville Conemaugh Valley Conservancy was present to accept the 
Proclamation.  She said recently the Chamber of Commerce recently promoted a paddle at the 
Pac Saddle Gap in which 40 people participated.  She said Blairsville has a great river resource 
which was cleaned up by the Conemaugh Valley Conservancy and the Stream Team over the last 
few decades.  Jim Struzzi, Chamber of Commerce, said the event was a success and hopes to 
make it an annual event. 
 
RECOGNITION…SAM BUZZINOTTI 
Commissioner Ruddock recently attended the Indiana County Sports Hall of Fame Banquet 
where Sam Buzzinotti, Warden, was recognized for more than 30 years to coaching the young 
athletes of Indiana County.  His tireless commitments proving invaluable in helping many 
athletes grow to reach their full potential in sport and life.  The main ingredient for Sam’s recipe 



for success was instilling a love of the sport in his athletes.  Trained as an EMT, he always 
placed an emphasis on safety.  One season Sam went door-to-door in the community raising 
money to buy his boys safer head protection, one helmet at a time.  During a career spanning 
four decades, Sam served on coaching staffs that sent multiple teams to dual events and playoffs.  
He has helped numerous athletes advance to achieve success both academically and athletically. 
 
AGREEMENT…CORNELL ABRAXAS GROUP / JAIL 
At the request of Sam Buzzinotti, Warden, a motion was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve an amendment to existing agreement with Cornell 
Abraxas Group.  The purpose of the agreement is (1) to add the Indiana County Jail to this 
existing Purchase of Service Agreement.  (2) The Provider will allow the Indiana County Jail to 
monitor the Provider to ensure that the Provider is in compliance with the Prison Rape 
Elimination Act (PREA) standards.  (3) Representatives of the Indiana County Jail shall be 
permitted to tour the Provider facility as needed. 
 
Commissioner Evanko asked the Warden if Indiana County is the first in the state to become 
PREA compliant.  Mr. Buzzinotti said once we become PREA compliant we will be the first 
county jail in Pennsylvania to be PREA inspected and the first county jail in Pennsylvania to be 
PREA compliant.  Mr. Buzzinotti explained that PREA is the federal law passed to protect prison 
and jail inmates from sexual assault, and to especially protect juvenile inmates from adult 
inmates.  The key requirement of the act is to provide sight and sound segregation between 
inmates under age 18 and adult prisoners.  Commissioner Ruddock said PREA compliance is a 
big issue across the state and there is a lot of training the Warden and his staff must go through to 
protect juveniles. 
 
CONSULTING AGREEMENT,,,MICHAEL KENNEDY / JAIL 
At the request of Sam Buzzinotti, Warden, a motion was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Consulting Agreement with Michael Kennedy to 
provide consulting services on an as needed basis at the rate of $30.00 per hour not to exceed 
120 hours.  Mr. Buzzinotti explained that Mr. Kennedy is the former Maintenance Director at the 
Jail and will help oversee changes being made to the sewage and HVAC systems.  Mr. Kennedy 
has previous knowledge of both projects and will be vital to making sure that they are done 
properly.  Mr. Baker commented that Mr. Kennedy has been a great asset to the mechanical 
functioning of all of the different systems at the jail and when he left the county in May it was a 
major blow to the county and we don’t want to see that intellectual property that he brought to 
the job just simply go away. 
 
ORDINANCE…AUTHORIZING INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE SW-6 COUNTIES AND PA DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMAN SERVICES FOR THE HEALTHCHOICES PROGRAM / BDHP 
At the request of Tamm Calderone, Administrator of Armstrong-Indiana Behavioral and 
Developmental Health Program, a motion was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. Evanko and 
unanimously carried to approve an ordinance authorizing Indiana County to enter into an 
amended intergovernmental cooperation agreement for the purpose of continuing the 
collaborative consisting of the counties of Armstrong, Butler, Indiana, Lawrence, Washington, 
and Westmoreland, which delegates the Southwest Behavioral Health Management, Inc., the 
authority to enter a single HealthChoices agreement with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Human Services on behalf of the counties for the purpose of collectively managing the service 



and funding of Behavioral Health Services to Medicaid recipients for the six counties. It is also 
noted that the ordinance was properly advertised on June 1, 2015.  Commissioner Evanko asked 
if the other counties have approved this agreement and Ms. Calderone said Indiana County is the 
first to sign the agreement but all have agreed and will be presented in upcoming meetings in 
June and July. 
 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE SW-6 
COUNTIES AND PA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES FOR THE 
HEALTHCHOICES PROGRAM / BDHP 
At the request of Tammy Calderone, Administrator of Armstrong-Indiana Behavioral and 
Developmental Health Program, a motion was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. Evanko and 
unanimously carried to approve an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement which allows the 
Southwest Behavioral Health Management to form a contract with the Pennsylvania Department 
of Human Services on behalf of the six counties that manage the HealthChoices Program.  Ms. 
Calderone explained that part of the agreement allows her and Kami Anderson, Director of the 
Armstrong-Indiana Drug and Alcohol Commission, to be a member of the Governance Board for 
the program. 
 
CHANGE ORDER #1…ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT – CLINTON 
STREET COMMONS VETERANS HOUSING PROJECT / PLANNING 
At the request of LuAnn Zak on behalf of the Office of Planning & Development, UpStreet 
Architects, Inc. and Northern Cambria Community Development Corporation (NCCDC), a 
motion was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
Change Order #1 with Sheesley Electric in the amount of $1,085.00 on the Clinton Street 
Commons Homeless Veterans Project.  Change Order #1 is for an additional dryer booster 
circuit, additional phone lines and networking cabling between the office and conference room. 
 
The revised contract with Sheesley Electric with approval of Change Order #1 will be 
$160,085.00.  The additional project costs will be covered by one of five funding sources. These 
funding sources are: 
 

 CDBG Funds 
 HOME Funds 
 HUD Funds 
 PHARE Funds 
 Community Donated Funds 

 
CHANGE ORDER #1 - ARCADIA WATER TREATMENT PLANT PROJECT 
At the request of LuAnn Zak on behalf of the Office of Planning & Development, Gibson-
Thomas Engineering Co., Inc. and Indiana County Municipal Services Authority (ICMSA), a 
motion was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
Change Order #1 with SE Construction Group, LLC in the amount of $49,375.60 on the Arcadia 
Water Treatment Plant Project.  Change Order #1 is for stormwater management drains, 
controllers, control valves and programming of controllers and valves, clearwell pump and 
controls, 60 amp service and concrete apron across front of new building.  The revised contract 
with SE Construction Group, LLC with approval of Change Order #1 will be $404,253.60.  The 
additional project costs will be covered by 2013 CDBG Competitive and Entitlement Funds. 



 
3-YEAR ACTIVITY EXTENSION – 2012 CDBG 
At the request LuAnn Zak, Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. 
Baker, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve that a request be made to 
the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development for Indiana County’s 
2012 Community Development Block Grant Entitlement Contract.  The motion also includes 
approval for Commissioner Ruddock to sign the necessary paperwork for the submission for 
DCED.  The request is for an extension to the 3-Year Project Activity completion date 
requirement from October 10, 2015 to December 31, 2016.  The extension is for the uncompleted 
activity of the Marion Center Fire Hydrant and Water Line Replacement Project.  The contract 
expiration date is October 10, 2017. 
 
CONTRACT AWARD – INDIANA COUNTY JIMMY STEWART AIRPORT 
At the request of Tom Robertson, on behalf of the Indiana County Airport Authority, a motion 
was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to award a contract 
to Richardson Tree & Landscaping Company, Inc. from New Wilmington, PA, in the amount of 
$18,000.00 for vegetative control at the Indiana County – Jimmy Stewart Airport.  The work will 
include the application of herbicide treatments to approximately 38 acres of Airport land where 
the timber was cut in 2014, and new vegetative growth is appearing in the area.  If approved, the 
$18,000.00 contract would be paid with revenue received by the County from the 2014 sale of 
timber at the Airport to D & D Wood Sales, Inc. 
 
Mr. Robertson also announced that the Airport Days will be held at the airport June 13th and 14th.   
 
BIDS…SURPLUS VEHICLES 060815 
At the request of Robin Maryai, Chief Clerk, a motion was made by Mr. Baker, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the following bids received for surplus vehicles: 
 

 1988 Chevrolet Camaro to JC Auto Sales - $1,505.00 
 1995 Oldsmobile Cutlass to Travis Jones - $375.00 
 1999 Ford Expedition to Bob Painter - $1,387.77 
 2001 Dodge Truck to JC Auto Sales - $1,601.00 

  
COURTHOUSE CLOSED…MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2015 FLAG DAY 
Commissioner Ruddock announced that the Courthouse will be closed on Monday, June 15, 
2015 in observance of the Flag Day Holiday. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Commissioner Ruddock commented that the Board was pleased to have the opportunity to attend 
the recent Chamber of Commerce Hall of Fame Banquet and commended Jim Struzzi and the 
Chamber of Commerce for their work on the event.  The banquet recognized individual in the 
community who have made significant in the quality of life in Indiana County. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING…JUNE 17, 2015 AT 10:30 A.M. 
The next regular scheduled Commissioners’ Public meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 17, 
2015 at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.   
 
 



 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business to come before the Board at this time, Commissioner Ruddock adjourned 
the meeting at 10:57 a.m. 
 
 
_____________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Patricia A. Evanko, Secretary    Rodney D. Ruddock, Chairman 
 
 


